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Abstract 
The interest in developing offshore wind is very high within the related industry sectors in Europe. As of 
today, 61 commercial offshore wind projects have been developed in eight European countries. In these 
eight countries various regulatory approaches exist addressing similar issues in different ways. These 
differences can have significant impact on the development of offshore wind, not only in terms of 
unnecessarily high development cost, but also in terms of hindering the exploitation of additional sites. 
In the future, offshore wind sites have to move further from shore and into zones where cross-country 
cooperation becomes a crucial factor for making project development possible at reasonable cost. This is 
especially the case for projects connected to the planned offshore grids. 
We explore differences in regulatory approaches across countries for offshore wind, and give examples of 
major differences in the areas of planning, design, operation and decommissioning requirements. This 
includes, amongst other things, grid access conditions, market participation rules and support scheme 
design. We describe the implications these differences may have for the cost-efficient achievement of 
renewable energy targets in Europe. 
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